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GENERAL ASPECTS 
The Federal Government, through RHA, has up to September, 1939, loaned a 
total of 250 million dollars for building rural electric distribution lines. 


This has been dene since the RRA was established in 19 


One of the provisions of that Act provides 
ing such loans, shall give preference to State 
and agencies Hhorear! 


non-profit, or 
of this Act." Loans may also be ma 

About vf of all loans have been made to farmers? 
the purpose of serving themselves with electricity. 
advisable that memhers of these cooperatives should kn 
principles, achievements and technique of cooperation, 
knowledze to insure the successful conduct of their ow: 
advisable that REA Cooperative members 
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n cooperative enterprise. 


should understand better, 
and social, that will 


foilow the wide, efficient, and intelligent use of electric current in rural com-= 
munities must be more fully realized. 
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, The effective development of an REA System depends on the widest agin as 

e of its possible res to tae individual members, and to the community at large. 

pa It requires active participation and acceptance of responsibility on the part of 
every consumer of the Systen, 

Building community support for a System should be among the first steps taken 


by it in an educational program. 


The benefits to the System are: 
1. Widespread and active community support creates a friendly atmosphere, 
Making it easier to get rights-of-way, to sign us potential consumers, 
io bo carry OU an etiective utilization progran, 
ee Lv Makes i0 more difficult for unfriendly private utilities or public 


officials to undermine and harm the System. 
+. it focuses the attention of the community on 
thus encourazing conscientious service on the 


employees. 


4, it opens the use of many community facilities 
halis, local press, schools, ck i 
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The benefits to the community are: 
1. “A successful RHA System helps the farmer toe 
2e it helps him to zet a higher cash income, 
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It increases farm values, 


It builds up community ownership of the electric System, instead of 
paying toll to absentee stockholders, 


The result of 1, 2, 3 and 4, above, is to bring and keep more money in 
the community, thus making possible, higher local living standards, and 
helping local business, 


Availability of electrical service stimulates rural industries and offers 
increased local employment. 


It permits a more extensive use of the recreational cultural facilities 


of the community (electric lights in meeting halls, churches, schools, 
etc.). 


It results in improved rural sanitation and better health. 
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ucational facili S, by making electrie poner 
be etn tO 7a 
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t lesse che drudzery of farm life and gives farm families more leisure 
for cultural pursuits, and for participating in communi ty activities. 


Spirit of mutual self-help. Once this spirit is developed and applied 
to Tare lt clestritication, at will make itself felt beneficially in dealing 
with other community hpdbt lems. 


The success of an REA System rests on the practical application of the 
5 


Practical cooperative functioning in an economic enterprise is practical 

training in Democracy. The best way to save Democracy is to use it. Co- 
Operators do just that. Good cooperators are gond citizens because they 

have learned to apply the principles of Democracy in their daily lives. 


Utilizing National, State and Local Agencies 


a ee praaedte By. Desh Nears Meth Ae 


A program for developing community support should begin with a survey of 


organizations and groups active in the area to be served. Records should be kept 


On @ card 


Pils. The card should contain this information: 


ame of orsanization. 
Officers, with address and telephone number of each, 
Dates or recular meetings. 
Meeting place. 
Program committees 
rogram. 
Outstanding leadership noted. 


such a list of organized groups would include: 
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Agricultural Extension Service. 
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@. Grammar and hich schools. All one-room and consolidated schools. 
See also Publie Schools, below. 
es wWublic librariss, 
Se Churches. 
OS» Farm organizations, 
6. Men's and women's clubs, including Parent-TeAcherst Associations. 
Future Farmers of America and other youth orszanizations. 


weekly newspapers. 
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Or all members of the boa rYUSTECES ae have in some instances been the 

prime movers in starting em. Frequently some teacher or club leader has 
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any new development of the lneal REA System 
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© done through the local office, 
Request time to tell the story of the REA national program, and the local 
RA System to each groun in area served or to be served, with a second or third 
story to folloyv as the System develops. Sugcested subjects to be covered are: 
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program on rural : rice ine rural school is, or should be, a vital 
factor in the penne of the rural community. It offers a direct route into 
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i. One of the most effective approaches to the adults of the community 
ig through the schools which their children attend, 
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The farm youth need to know the value and importance of the electric lines 


they will fall heir to in the course of a few years.e 


De 


The. contribution they can make to th System through varied school activi- 
ties is very great, 

Knowledge of various phases of rural electrification is necessary in order 
to change school curricula to meet the needs of toda$'s youth, 

Training in vocational classes in the field of electricity will open new 
avenues of employment to rural young people. . 


to advance an educational program in the schools: 


List names of ail county school superintendents, and for each county, list 
all schools in your System's area, with the names of principals, and numn- 
ber of pupils in attendance, at each school. Names of all agricultural 
vocational and Domestic Science teachers should be added. 


a. Send a letter to the principal ziving a brief history of the System.- 

b. If the school can be served by an R&A System, offer help in planning 
for wiring, lighting, power uses, etc, 

Ce Solicit aid of principal and staff, as well as of pupils, 

d. List Parent-Teachers'! Association officers and leaders for each school 
district. Send literature for distribution to and discussion by pupils 
and teachers and PTA loaders, 

6. Ask permission to have some speaker address the entire school at as- 
sembly period on REA cooperative system. 


From that point get school cooperation through: 


ae Debates 
b. Forum 
ec. Current events classes 
Ge History 
€. Public speaking is also a feature of present day school work. This 
‘offers splendid opportunity to choose a theme connected with local 
REA System and treat it from many angles, 
f. Essays (Suggested topics: 
(1) What electricity can do for my farm. 
(2) What work a KWH of electricity will do for you. 
(3) Can electricity increase the income of our varnis? 
(4) Cooperative electricity - where and why it started.) 
(There are many other themes that can be chosen covering the subject.) 


%- Contests of many kinds can be developed in the schools. These can be 
carried on as community, county or statewide school projects, The 
Themes for such contests should center around the national REA program, 
electric power and its uses on the farm, in the home, rural glectrifi- 
cation and cooperation, The subjects lend themselves to many varia- 
tions. 

he Exhibits of: 

(1) Good wiring 
(2) Good lighting 
(3) Good photographs of system or from REA. 
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(4) Posters and charts from: 
(a) REA 
(ob) Various manufacturers 


(5) Small fara eduipreat demonstrated by vocational boys. 
(6) Blectric cookery demonstrated by Domestic Science class. 
o» Entertainment: 
4s Faceantss 


(1) Of light 

(2) Brides of 1839, 1900, 1939. 
(3) Development of Power 

a) Wind 


Steam 


) 
ec) Gasoline 
oa Hlectricity 
(4) Farm life, yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
be Plays: ; 
These are sugcestions and offer many variations--themes on electricity 
and cooperation. There are many available. The Utilization Division 
has a portfolio thereon. 
Gs Other entertainments 


Ment 16 a. part or schoo. activity. Ther 
inding new reatures, School evening entertainmen ean be built 
around the local HEA System, film strips shown, and cooperative songs 
and playlets by hoys and girls. RHA has a list of plays and pageants 
eovering rural electrification and cooperation. 


(1) Father and son evening (Sons entertaining fathers) 
ity - history, value, uses, 
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Theme: Hlectric 


(2) Mother and Daughter Seeder (Daughters entertaining mothers) 
(3) Major Bowes Hour--can be worked up by school talent into good 


entertainment, covering national REA program, and what it can do 
Lor agriculture and cooperation, 

(4) "Information Please’ lends itself admirably to getting the story 
of cooperative electrification over. 


Classes from public schools Podady by the System should be invited to its 
office when facilities are adequate to meet the System superintendent, his staff, 
ana the board of directors. Provision should be made for an ain ceremony 


and entertainment on demonstration of equinmert. Classes in 1 aerieul= 
ture and domestic science should heve special consideration. svoups eae: 
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Developing and Retaining Commnity Support 


Get kas community acquainted with the REA program, and with the problems 
and objectives of your local R&A System. Show how it can participate in helpin 


vO establish rural electrification firmly and successfully as an important asset 
to the community. Establish regular contacts with each group or agency. 
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Methods for develoving and retainiug community support: 


a 
b> 


Te 


LO. 


Frovide written or orinted information regarding REA and your local System. 
A recent publication issued by REA entitled "A Guide for Members of REA 


J 


Cooperatives,” will be found very helpful 


Provide speakers at meetings of the various institutions and organizations 
who can explain the program and its significance to the community. 

Draw community and group leaders into special committees of your System 
on cooperative education, safety, utilization, publicity, etc. See spe- 
cial Committees. 


bas the schools to organize debdtes, esse ¥ contests, etc., on rural eleoe 
trification., Encourage practical projects in making and applying electri 
sal equipment. 


rey] 


Supply the local press with interesting material for a -regutar column or 


Arrange for local radio breadcasts which should be both informative and 
entertaining. 
Organize neighborhood study clubs on cooperation and on the use of elec- 


ere in the home and on the farm. 


Arrange to have county forums use rural electrification for discussion and 
study. 


Arrange Gemornstrations of electric appliances and equipment, not only in 
connection with large meetings, but also in small neighborhood groups. 
Domestic Science classes should be called on to demonstrate the use of 
electric kitchen equipment. 


ineourage your System end its members to participate actively in ali ef- 
forts to improve the economic and cuitural life of tne community. 


Other methods of presentation: 


s) 
Oe 


Detonstration of uses or clectricity 
by educational director and zroup leaders. 
Show filn strins. 

Entertainment features: 

ae Passat 
b. Flaylets. 


is important that you do not permit the following: 

Po not. allow your System to become a political football to be kicked 
arounte 

Do not permit any individual or special group to dominate your System no 
matter how able the individual or group may be. 
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Educational Committees, Central and Local: 


A community will respond more readily, and participate more fully in an edu- 
cational program, when local people shape its policy and plans. Therefore, a cen- 
tral committee should be set am to formulate a policy and make plans for a program 
of education suitable for the area to be served, ‘The majority of this central com- 
mittee and the chairman should be System members. It should also include other 
people in the area who have worked for the development of the System. For the sug- 
gested composition of these comaittees, see Educational Committee. 


In order to develop interest and leadership among System members, opportuni- 
ties should be developed for them, and they should be urged to participate in an 
educational program, in every possible way. 


Remember that you hold the key position as superintendent of an REA System, 
in an enterprise that is part of the greatest program ever inaugurated for bring- 
ing the electrical benefits of our modern fees to rural America. 


/ The history of successful Cooperatives is a history of applied idealism and 
sound management. The visionary blazed the trail. The followers made the clear- 
ing on which to build. ‘The scientist provided the tools. You, the practical 
manager of a rural electrification System, have the respons Fey coe for getting the 
job completed and put to Ss USC» This requires an open mind, vision, a 
capacity for hard work, ability to learn from experience, and a cooperative atti- 
tude at ali times, 


USE OF RsaDIO 


Local radio stations should be asked to serve their listeners by giving time 
to REA Systems. This is one of the best and easiest approaches to rural people. 
This request may come from some group rendering community service which is already 
receiving free time from the station, or directly from a committee of the System. 


Basis of Approach to Loeal Station: 


1. Free program service (no cost to station). 

2e Inducement to dealers to advertise. 

8. Definite local interest (audience builder). 

4, Community service (creates good will). 

DS. Station's civic duty to carry an educational program. 


Xu 5 
How schools can help on radio programs: 


The U. S. Office of Education can help generally. It has a Script Exchange 
and program series. Material can be secured from them free of charge, upon request. 
The State Colleges teach experimental use of radio. 
High Schools, 4-H Clubs, Future Farmers of America and Vocational Schools 
can prepare programs. 
1. Announce an essay contest and a radio reading of the winning essays. 
2e Frepare debates carefully on subjects relating to the RHA cooperative 
programm, 
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4, Explain special appliances, 
Combine with entertainment 


ecial message. 
knee uses and possibilities in benefits, 
features, such as music. 


Getting radio time on other programs: 


\ ‘ As 

Get in on prograns of term organizations and ments and women's clubs. These 
may be: 

he Straight talks 

“ se “leteviews ‘ 

Se Short announcements of the progress of your System, 
Selection of Radio Speakers: 

They should include System superintendents, directors, county agent, community 
leaders, members with profitable expericnecs, an entire family, and students, 
Youths should serve as speakers as often as possible, 

Radio points to romenber: 

Le @ sure you have an interesting idea and the correct facts. 

&e« Flay up local persons, 

o« Keep procrams short, Dut snappy. 

4 Treat subjects Be he farmer's viewroint. 

Se Uso the press to announco radio programs. 

Radio subjects can deal with: 
1. The national significance of rural Glecvurification, 


&- The moaning of rurel electrification to your local’ community. 

Se The meaning of rural cloctrification to the farmer, farm woman, farm boy, 

and farm eirl « 

4. Specific uses and benefits of rural electrification, 

Oe Progress reports on line construction, energization, load building ge, new 

development of your System, 

6. Annual and special meetines of your Systeme 

In all of these talks, the cooperative features should be omphasized, The 
System superintendent should make an effort to draw into the radio program 28 many 
interested peonle as possible, from among the youth and adult Sroups. 

dhe karticization of Women in the Program  - 

The particination of women in the affairs of REA Systems has proved useful 
from many standpoints. The first step to make such particimtion possible is a 
provision in the bylaws giving women a joint eee at ba vith their husbands. This 
Opens the way to the election of women to tho board o f directors or Se ene 2 which, 
in many instances, would came as a recognition of services already performed for 


the System or the community. 


ee TE. 


rt 


Crises pian nes pow Rh 9) 2ORe wae eee SA. iy, 
yr he *~ f oF, ie f re Ae rae eS 1 bin iz ig ; 


eu! Alsi 24) 4 
° fi Ee a " f 2 " 
> \ Pe i* vary, or ae i> 


t is be 
- ‘ rer : ay 
i " 
: : : ; +" oe 


| qt i a a 


J ; ° ei iia ae he *: Tae ie 


VS 
] ; ; « , hone x ee 
: hw Zheat Ae ade ms 4 a 


Ta oo ( Gee Bay wee et — 
) F ; ae 5 ie ee) ‘ ies *- ny 
7 ¢ “ ak 7 = aul ere se - 
’ = 7 * , ‘e A Oty'a : é i 7 
. 7 x ve yy ‘ 7 ) : 
elit) i q ‘ ; iets eae a wD,” a 
' a nt ie ae ce. 
. (OhGTORS 7) lt 


o@ = 


2 


{ had a 1 
ae 
j 
‘ ‘ 
ta fer , 1 Aga 
Lee o L456 
! 
-. ‘ af 4 
ital 1 en ee es) | ee 
aT " , ; a A 1g uf & © gry sis | ey HD 
r 7 % 
; , es ie at 
: Me Re BC ee | we 
> I. Abs y 


ny wears Cre 


ahh ££" Pe? a PAT). |? aS ae Pane \ egy fee Bi ae 


rhe a! 


Hae ae 


The interest of women. in déve} opin: an edvicat Zonal program should be enlisted 
at the start. Women should te asked to serve-on every committee and should be 
given an active part in carrying ferward every phase of such work, Their interest 
in electricity, knowing something of what it may mean as 4a tool to lighten their 
own burdens, gives point and entusiasm to the service they ean render their System 
and community. 


In the majority of communities, women are already organized in groups serving 
many purposes. Chief among these are the Home Demonstration Clubs under the sup- 
ervision of Extension Directors. In this group alone there are 1,104,490 aduit 
farm women organized into 47,010 Home Deme ration Clubs. There are also the 
farm organizations in which Peen have ben an active, intelligent part. For 
Many years they have been organized to serve their schools and communities. 


In enlisting the services of farm women in this program a System superintend- 
ent or educational director is merely making use of local pcople who have had or- 
ganization experience, In most localities they have available, groups already or- 


a 

ganized and to whom they can tale the REA sduc:tional program. 
Thousands of farm women have exceri the 
cation. They have a srowing knowledze, 
interest in the rural problems ebnfronts ng hom! andl cthed 
tems were given their initial start by ths herd work and farsightednoss of women. 
A recognition of those services would serve the best interests of a System. 
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